argued for a return to the thought of Amilcar Cabral for inspiration, while Aminata Diaw discussed the unique ways in which Senegal has negotiated the contending pressures of individualism and communalism. In the next plenary session, 'Rethinking development and democracy', Yusuf Bangura discussed recent and ongoing research into ethnicity and democracy in Africa, while Abdul Raufu Mustapha critiqued culturalist readings of the African state, exemplified in this instance by the work of Patrick Chabal and Jean-Pascal Daloz. Approaches such as theirs, he opined, laid the foundation for a re-colonization of Africa. Concerns about the possibility of re-colonization were a recurring theme of the conference, expressed not only in repeated denunciations of imperialism and neoimperialism but in a pointed attack, in a keynote address, on the work of Stephen Ellis! Further plenary sessions reflected CODESRIA's ongoing commitment to a transformation of the continent: 'Alternative socio-economic frames for African development', 'Gender and feminist alternatives for African development', 'Harnessing social policy for popular transformation', and 'Facing the intellectual challenges of alternative development in Africa'. In addition to the plenaries, there were parallel working sessions on themes including 'Theory and knowledge in the quest for development alternatives', 'Re-inventing the state for African development', 'Gender in the quest for alternatives in African development', 'Regional cooperation and integration in the quest for alternative development strategies', and 'Harnessing Africa's wealth for the continent's development'. Inevitably, the current authors were only able to attend a fraction of the papers given, but, of the papers we did hear, our common perception was that very few of them were presenting original research based on fieldwork, and that, far from broaching alternatives, most papers remained wedded to either neoMarxist or liberal ideas. There was much fulmination against structural adjustment and globalization but little constructive criticism beyond exhortations to strengthen civil society or empower women -ideas that are already part of the development mainstream. Indeed, few papers seemed to have really come to terms with the emergence, for better or worse, of a new poverty agenda in Africa over the past decade, a development that is surely in need of independent research. We were left wondering whether the papers presented in Maputo represented the acme of research CODESRIA supports or whether their nature partly reflected the General Assembly's dual purpose: as a scientific forum and an elective body.
All the sessions were conducted in simultaneous translation, and though there were often glitches in the translation technology, the inclusion of Portuguese marked a welcome innovation in CODESRIA policy. These minor technical hitches were the only bugbear in a conference that was smoothly conducted, lavishly catered for, and hosted by the impressive Joaquim Chissano International Conference Centre. In an era when the African academy in general has been subject to such swingeing cuts, it was heartening to attend a conference that was well organized and adequately funded -largely by Scandinavian donors.
